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m&zmnm 
Council 
chief's 
pay rise 
grotesque 

T IIK 20 per cem p*v rive 
awarded to FUlu 
Mahendran. chief 
executive of lUulldon 
Council, is grotesque. 
Grotesque in the excessive 
amount, grotesque in Its 
timing, grotesque in its 
insensitivity 

The contrast between the 
rules that apply at the level 
where top executives 
operates, and the rules 
forced on the rest of us. has 
seldom been more blatenl. 
The rise takes Mr 
Mnhendran's salary to over 
£165.000. This is happening 
at a time when those who 
pav his salary fare an 
increasing struggle to cope 
financially 

The cost of basic items such 
as food. fuel. and. not least, 
council tax. is rising fast. 
Groups such as the police 
are being denied even small 
amounts to which they are 
entitled. 

But oblivious to this, the 
rarefied world of council 
chief executives continues 
In look after its own even 
w hlle using the excuse of 
poverty to cut public 
services. 

How can these huge sums be 
justified, particularly for a 
job that is already so well 
cushioned? 

Chief executives have safe 
jobs for life, and unlike 
business people, they are 
exposed to no risk. 

What extra benefits has Mr 
Mahendran conferred on 
local society over the past 
year to justify this sort of 
bonus? 

if council executive* feel 
they are immune ffom 
normal financial rules It is 
a sure sign of how detached 
from reality, and inflated by 
its own sense of sell 
importance, local 
government has become. 


•chHewjk. 


^ We have used agents 

£ who were 
^ unscrupulous and we 
have learnt our 
henwet Kelly Rowland didn’t 
know. prohatilv that she was 
due at Talk Wp were led up 
the garden path We were 


Sine Cochrane, 
eeueriainmml manager at 
Thlk ntghtciub in Southend. 


Vet again Network Kali 
wem tu have mucked this 
up Many of my 
navel it Dents are getting 
tlv in Highly led up with them 


MY VIEW 




ERIC HART on 
being in limbo 
at Craylands 


Bi l l ‘> . wiai.’iMaj.mn;ill'.m.ig.i:ttt.H:a n ; H i n ; t«.];i;im : n i i m.nwvii 


I moved Into my present 
home In the Lichfield*, on 
Ihe Craylands Estate, wtth 
my wife and two young sons 
in March 19TJ. although it was 
not known as Craylands then 
The estate was new. no more 
than two or three years old In fact, 
the last of the estate was still being 
built at the time 
Our home was in a terrace nf six 
houses and all were occupied by 
people about our age 
The estate was clean and tidy 
All the front gardens were laid to 
lawns and were not fenced off 
from one another 
Every couple of years or so the 
council's maintenance workers 
would come to the estate and re 
paint the extenor of the houses 
and do any necessary repairs 
Every year, someone would 
come around to carry out a service 
on the central heating systems In 
short, the houses wen* well looked 
after and maintained 
In those days, the councillors 
were there for the people they rep 
resented 

This was beforeOhey became the 
self serving individuals, w ith their 
own agenda, we have today, and 
before council tenants became 
pawns tn their political games 
In 1965. we purchased our house 
from the council as we had lived 
there for 12 years 
By this time, all regular mainte 
name to the properties had teased 
and only necessary repairs wen* 
being carried out Craylands 
estate, like every other council 
estate tn Basildon, was left to rut. 

Through most if not all of the 
Eighties, when Margaret That 
cher s Conservatives were leadmg 
the country Basildon Council was 
run by the Labour party and. 
therefore, in direct opposition to 
whatever the Government wanted 
If we complained to the council 
about the lack of maintenance, the 
council would hlame the 
Government If we complained 
about lack of Ikhwwk or tin* num 
her of homeless. It would i>Um» 
the Government 

This is when the decline of the 
Craylands estate began, and how It 
got the reputation it has today 
Disaster really struck the estate 
in 3005 Around that time, the 
estate received a surprise visit 
from the then Prime Minister 
Tony Blair 

Ho saw first hand the damage 
caused by his party’s councillors 
in the name of opposition That 


Council tenants 
like us are pawns 
political game 


visit, however Following the visit, 
the Government allocated 
£18.5milllon for the regeneration 
of the estate. This appeared to be 
great news 

At last, we thought, the estate 
would receive some much needed 
and long overdue maintenance 
work Yet this was not to be. 

With £18 5m ill ion np for grabs, 
with careful planning the number 
at tn the area could be more 

thandoubuo im-.mtng extra prof- 
its for the develops > .».u 
income for the council in taxes 

Although the council and devel 
opers would go-ahead with their 

f t Ians anyway, it would be better if 
t was seen to be done with the 
approval of the residents of 
Crav lands 

Tb facilitate this, the council and 
developers arranged an open day 
at the estates community centre so 


residents could view the propos 
als. The whole event was a farce, 
designed to tell us exactly what we 
wanted to hear in order to get our 
approval 

They then went ahead and 
organised another one so residents 
could view the final plans for the 
estate. Here we learned the ques 
lions we raised during the first 
open day had been ignored 

The fate of my own home is a 
prune example We learned at the 
first event my home was not to be 
»a»«n..h< hed. hut was to have Its 
ganWttw rh.-n at the sec 

ond event we touiui uj.i 

longer have a front garden 

We were also expected to move 
out of out home for up to a year 
while thev carried out these alter 
ations These alterations to my 
home aiv In phase three of the 
development, which was set to 


begin tn ®LL Delays mean the 
project now won't start until 20U 
So we Can another < 


will be tike when they have fin 
iahed 

Before the plans were drawn up. 
Swan Housing Association pro 
duct'd a report on the estate and its 
residents. One of the conclusion^ 
was people of the estate were 
“poorly educated' 

I was outraged when l 
How dare 

my intelligence” No 
to do an IQ test 
Ft was assumed because »e live 

Ur society tn 

will not have the fimu , 
what happens to my home U. 

does not make ft r»gbt 


was not the mason given for his 

00 YOU THINK YOU COULD WRITE FOR THIS PAGE? CONTACT THE EDITOR AT who M.l or . nae.com T~ 

having broken both her hip* 


and so is their MP They 
simply have to raise their 
gana* and do better than 
this 

Rnyletgh StP Mark 
Frum*s after thousand* q f 
frustrated commuters uvrr 
kit stranded after hank 
holtda\ engineering works 
merrun on the Southend 
llrtorM ft) London Uterjeud 

Street lute 

I spent the last shift with 
Sieve on White Watch. Just 
before he left work to go 
home u> his family IM»« 
teinhle tragedy 
Steve was a great, greed 
hlukr with an rapcwUenl. 


Quotes 


OF THE WEEK 


very drv sense «jf humoui 
He w ill lie hodlv nuv-d on 
slat ion my thoughts go out 
to his family 

Ikidleigh nrxfitihur Del left 
this cxmunenl on the kthtt 
uehstte /bUuuing the death <>t 

/trefighnr Ste tv t iipp tn a 
mad crush on thednesdac 

Tfw twv) major projects 


which haw to go ahead ore 
the new tiumillmn 
swunming pool at Garun 
| v .uk and the new BRWn 
High School. It S « seal fact 
we have to empk>> outside 
firms on schema* like this, 
but we |ust cannot cope * »ih 
doing It ourselves. 

Hnan Sells Sauthenl 
ntuncUkw nesponsihk tor 


routines, after the council 
admitted it may not htue the 
monrs ftj finish the peer foe at 
hast thrm years. 

When I first started out I 
was getting knockback after 
kiKv khack Tb think I'm 
now up for this award 
against two Damn to just 
surreal 

Leigh actress Kterston 
Hhnrtng has hum nominated 
/or best actress m the BAFTA 
T\ aunnts and ts up against 
IkxmeJfh rkeeuhand l\um 
tUeen Atkins. 

Rachel to quite mobile wtth 
her walking frame despite 


ordinal e at Kathryn (.hurt 


People want Id know they 
are eating m a awD run an>! 






